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The First Hundred Years Week 2 

 

ST. CLEMENT TO THE 

CORINTHIANS 
Schedule of Talks 

September 7th – The Didache (80AD) 

September 14th – St. Clement (95AD) 

September 21st – St. Ignatius of Antioch (107AD) 

September 28th – St. Justin Martyr (150AD) 

October 5th – Sts. Polycarp and Irenaeus (135/180AD) 

Praise of the Corinthians 

 

1. The church of God which sojourns at Rome, to the church 

of God sojourning at Corinth, to them that are called and 

sanctified by the will of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace unto you, and peace, from Almighty God through 

Jesus Christ, be multiplied. 

 

Owing, dear brethren, to the sudden and successive 

calamitous events which have happened to ourselves, we 

feel that we have been somewhat tardy in turning our 

attention to the points respecting which you consulted us; 

and especially to that shameful and detestable sedition, 

utterly abhorrent to the elect of God, which a few rash and 

self-confident persons have kindled to such a pitch of frenzy, 

that your venerable and illustrious name, worthy to be 

universally loved, has suffered grievous injury. For who ever 

dwelt even for a short time among you, and did not find your 

faith to be as fruitful of virtue as it was firmly established? Who 

did not admire the sobriety and moderation of your godliness 

in Christ? Who did not proclaim the magnificence of your 

habitual hospitality? And who did not rejoice over your 

perfect and well-grounded knowledge? For you did all things 

without respect of persons, and walked in the 

commandments of God, being obedient to those who had 

the rule over you, and giving all fitting honor to the presbyters 

among you. You enjoined young men to be of a sober and 

serious mind, you instructed your wives to do all things with a 

blameless, becoming, and pure conscience, loving their 

husbands as in duty bound; and you taught them that, living 

in the rule of obedience, they should manage their 

household affairs becomingly, and be in every respect 

marked by discretion. 

 

2. Moreover, you were all distinguished by humility, and were 

in no respect puffed up with pride, but yielded obedience 
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rather than extorted it, and were more willing to give than to 

receive. Content with the provision which God had made for 

you, and carefully attending to His words, you were inwardly 

filled with His doctrine, and His sufferings were before your 

eyes. Thus a profound and abundant peace was given to 

you all, and you had an insatiable desire for doing good, 

while a full outpouring of the Holy Spirit was upon you all. Full 

of holy designs, you did, with true earnestness of mind and a 

godly confidence, stretch forth your hands to God Almighty, 

beseeching Him to be merciful unto you, if you had been 

guilty of any involuntary transgression. Day and night you 

were anxious for the whole brotherhood, that the number of 

God's elect might be saved with mercy and a good 

conscience. You were sincere and uncorrupted, and 

forgetful of injuries between one another. Every kind of 

faction and schism was abominable in your sight. You 

mourned over the transgressions of your neighbors: their 

deficiencies you deemed your own. You never grudged any 

act of kindness, being ready to every good work. Adorned 

by a thoroughly virtuous and religious life, you did all things in 

the fear of God. The commandments and ordinances of the 

Lord were written upon the tablets of your hearts.  

 

What Happened? 

 

3. Every kind of honor and happiness was bestowed upon 

you, and then was fulfilled that which is written: “My beloved 

ate and drank, and was enlarged and became fat, and 

kicked.” Hence flowed emulation and envy, strife and 

sedition, persecution and disorder, war and captivity. So the 

worthless rose up against the honored, those of no reputation 

against such as were renowned, the foolish against the wise, 

the young against those advanced in years. For this reason 

righteousness and peace are now far departed from you, 

inasmuch as everyone abandons the fear of God, and has 

become blind in His faith, neither walks in the ordinances of 

His appointment, nor acts a part becoming a Christian, but 

walks after his own wicked lusts, resuming the practice of an 

unrighteous and ungodly envy, by which death itself entered 

into the world.  

 

Are You Certain You’re Right? 

 

5.  But not to dwell upon ancient examples, let us come to 

the most recent spiritual heroes. Let us take the noble 

examples furnished in our own generation. Through envy and 

jealousy the greatest and most righteous pillars have been 

persecuted and put to death. Let us set before our eyes the 

illustrious apostles. Peter, through unrighteous envy, endured 

not one or two, but numerous labors; and when he had at 

length suffered martyrdom, departed to the place of glory 

due to him. Owing to envy, Paul also obtained the reward of 

patient endurance, after being seven times thrown into 

captivity, compelled to flee, and stoned. After preaching 

both in the east and west, he gained the illustrious reputation 

due to his faith, having taught righteousness to the whole 

world, and come to the extreme limit of the west, and 

suffered martyrdom under the prefects. Thus was he 

removed from the world, and went into the holy place, 

having proved himself a striking example of patience. 

 

7. These things, beloved, we write unto you, not merely to 

admonish you of your duty, but also to remind ourselves. For 

we are struggling on the same arena, and the same conflict 

is assigned to both of us. Wherefore let us give up vain and 

fruitless cares, and approach to the glorious and venerable 

rule of our holy calling. Let us attend to what is good, 

pleasing, and acceptable in the sight of Him who formed us. 

Let us look steadfastly to the blood of Christ, and see how 

precious that blood is to God which, having been shed for 

our salvation, has set the grace of repentance before the 

whole world. Let us turn to every age that has passed, and 
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learn that, from generation to generation, the Lord has 

granted a place of repentance to all such as would be 

converted unto Him. Noah preached repentance, and as 

many as listened to him were saved. Jonah proclaimed 

destruction to the Ninevites; but they, repenting of their sins, 

propitiated God by prayer, and obtained salvation, although 

they were aliens of God. 

 

The Teaching and Example of Jesus Does Still Apply to You 

 

13. Let us therefore, brethren, be of humble mind, laying 

aside all haughtiness, and pride, and foolishness, and angry 

feelings; and let us act according to that which is written (for 

the Holy Spirit says, “Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 

neither let the mighty man glory in his might, neither let the 

rich man glory in his riches; but let him that glories glory in the 

Lord, in diligently seeking Him, and doing judgment and 

righteousness”), being especially mindful of the words of the 

Lord Jesus which He spoke teaching us meekness and long-

suffering. For thus He spoke: “Be merciful, that you may 

obtain mercy; forgive, that it may be forgiven to you; as you 

do, so shall it be done unto you; as you judge, so shall you be 

judged; as you are kind, so shall kindness be shown to you; 

with what measure you mete, with the same it shall be 

measured to you.” By this precept and by these rules let us 

establish ourselves, that we walk with all humility in 

obedience to His holy words. For the holy word says, “On 

whom shall I look, but on him that is meek and peaceable, 

and that trembles at my words?” 

 

14. It is right and holy therefore, men and brethren, rather to 

obey God than to follow those who, through pride and 

sedition, have become the leaders of a detestable 

emulation. For we shall incur no slight injury, but rather great 

danger, if we rashly yield ourselves to the inclinations of men 

who aim at exciting strife and tumults, so as to draw us away 

from what is good. Let us be kind one to another after the 

pattern of the tender mercy and benignity of our Creator… 

 

16. For Christ is of those who are humble-minded, and not of 

those who exalt themselves over His flock. Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Scepter of the majesty of God, did not come in 

the pomp of pride or arrogance, although He might have 

done so, but in a lowly condition, as the Holy Spirit had 

declared regarding Him. For He says, “Lord, who has 

believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord 

revealed? We have declared in His presence: He is, as it 

were, a child, and like a root in thirsty ground; He has no form 

nor glory, yes, we saw Him, and He had no form nor 

comeliness; but His form was without eminence, yes, 

deficient in comparison with the form of men. He is a man 

exposed to stripes and suffering, and acquainted with the 

endurance of grief: for His countenance was turned away; 

He was despised, and not esteemed. He bears our iniquities, 

and is in sorrow for our sakes; yet we supposed that He was 

exposed to labor, and stripes, and affliction. But He was 

wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our 

iniquities”… [etc.]… You see, beloved, what is the example 

which has been given us; for if the Lord thus humbled Himself, 

what shall we do who have through Him come under the 

yoke of His grace? 

 

Lessons from Creation and the Creator 

 

20. The heavens, revolving under His government, are subject 

to Him in peace. Day and night run the course appointed by 

Him, in no wise hindering each other. The sun and moon, with 

the companies of the stars, roll on in harmony according to 

His command, within their prescribed limits, and without any 

deviation. The fruitful earth, according to His will, brings forth 

food in abundance, at the proper seasons, for man and 

beast and all the living beings upon it, never hesitating, nor 
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changing any of the ordinances which He has fixed. The 

unsearchable places of abysses, and the indescribable 

arrangements of the lower world, are restrained by the same 

laws. The vast unmeasurable sea, gathered together by His 

working into various basins, never passes beyond the bounds 

placed around it, but does as He has commanded. For He 

said, “Thus far shall you come, and your waves shall be 

broken within you.” The ocean, impassable to man and the 

worlds beyond it, are regulated by the same enactments of 

the Lord. The seasons of spring, summer, autumn, and winter, 

peacefully give place to one another. The winds in their 

several quarters fulfill, at the proper time, their service without 

hindrance. The ever-flowing fountains, formed both for 

enjoyment and health, furnish without fail their breasts for the 

life of men. The very smallest of living beings meet together in 

peace and concord. All these the great Creator and Lord of 

all has appointed to exist in peace and harmony; while He 

does good to all, but most abundantly to us who have fled 

for refuge to His compassions through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom be glory and majesty for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

27. Having then this hope, let our souls be bound to Him who 

is faithful in His promises, and just in His judgments. He who 

has commanded us not to lie, shall much more Himself not 

lie; for nothing is impossible with God, except to lie. Let His 

faith therefore be stirred up again within us, and let us 

consider that all things are near unto Him. By the word of His 

might He established all things, and by His word He can 

overthrow them. Who shall say unto Him, What have you 

done? Or, Who shall resist the power of His strength? When, 

and as He pleases, He will do all things, and none of the 

things determined by Him shall pass away. All things are 

open before Him, and nothing can be hidden from His 

counsel. “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the 

firmament shows His handy-work. Day unto day utters 

speech, and night unto night shows knowledge. And there 

are no words or speeches of which the voices are not 

heard.” 

 

28. Since then all things are seen and heard, let us fear Him, 

and forsake those wicked works which proceed from evil 

desires; so that, through His mercy, we may be protected 

from the judgments to come. For where can any of us flee 

from His mighty hand? Or what world will receive any of 

those who run away from Him? For the Scripture says in a 

certain place, “Where shall I go, and where shall I be hid 

from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; if 

I go away even to the uttermost parts of the earth, there is 

Your right hand; if I make my bed in the abyss, there is Your 

Spirit.” Whither, then, shall anyone go, or where shall he 

escape from Him who comprehends all things? 

 

Lessons from Organizations 

 

37. Let us then, men and brethren, with all energy act the 

part of soldiers, in accordance with His holy commandments. 

Let us consider those who serve under our generals, with 

what order, obedience, and submissiveness they perform the 

things which are commanded them. All are not prefects, nor 

commanders of a thousand, nor of a hundred, nor of fifty, 

nor the like, but each one in his own rank performs the things 

commanded by the king and the generals. The great cannot 

subsist without the small, nor the small without the great. 

There is a kind of mixture in all things, and thence arises 

mutual advantage. Let us take our body for an example. The 

head is nothing without the feet, and the feet are nothing 

without the head; yes, the very smallest members of our 

body are necessary and useful to the whole body. But all 

work harmoniously together, and are under one common 

rule for the preservation of the whole body. 
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God Knows How to Set Up the Church 

 

40. These things therefore being manifest to us, and since we 

look into the depths of the divine knowledge, it behooves us 

to do all things in order, which the Lord has commanded us 

to perform at stated times. He has enjoined offerings and 

service to be performed, and that not thoughtlessly or 

irregularly, but at the appointed times and hours. Where and 

by whom He desires these things to be done, He Himself has 

fixed by His own supreme will, in order that all things, being 

piously done according to His good pleasure, may be 

acceptable unto Him. Those, therefore, who present their 

offerings at the appointed times, are accepted and blessed; 

for inasmuch as they follow the laws of the Lord, they sin not. 

For his own peculiar services are assigned to the high priest, 

and their own proper place is prescribed to the priests, and 

their own special ministrations devolve on the Levites. The 

layman is bound by the laws that pertain to laymen. 

 

41. Let every one of you, brethren, give thanks to God in his 

own order, living in all good conscience, with becoming 

gravity, and not going beyond the rule of the ministry 

prescribed to him. Not in every place, brethren, are the daily 

sacrifices offered, or the peace-offerings, or the sin-offerings 

and the trespass-offerings, but in Jerusalem only. And even 

there they are not offered in any place, but only at the altar 

before the temple, that which is offered being first carefully 

examined by the high priest and the ministers already 

mentioned. Those, therefore, who do anything beyond that 

which is agreeable to His will, are punished with death. You 

see, brethren, that the greater the knowledge that has been 

vouchsafed to us, the greater also is the danger to which we 

are exposed. 

 

42. The apostles have preached the gospel to us from the 

Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ from God. Christ therefore was 

sent forth by God, and the apostles by Christ. Both these 

appointments, then, were made in an orderly way, 

according to the will of God. Having therefore received their 

orders, and being fully assured by the resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and established in the word of God, with full 

assurance of the Holy Spirit, they went forth proclaiming that 

the kingdom of God was at hand. And thus preaching 

through countries and cities, they appointed the first fruits, 

having first proved them by the Spirit, to be bishops and 

deacons of those who should afterwards believe. Nor was 

this any new thing, since indeed many ages before it was 

written concerning bishops and deacons. For thus says the 

Scripture in a certain place, “I will appoint their bishops in 

righteousness, and their deacons in faith.” 

 

44. Our apostles also knew, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

there would be strife on account of the office of the 

episcopate. For this reason, therefore, inasmuch as they had 

obtained a perfect foreknowledge of this, they appointed 

those ministers already mentioned, and afterwards gave 

instructions, that when these should fall asleep, other 

approved men should succeed them in their ministry. We are 

of opinion, therefore, that those appointed by them, or 

afterwards by other eminent men, with the consent of the 

whole church, and who have blamelessly served the flock of 

Christ, in a humble, peaceable, and disinterested spirit, and 

have for a long time possessed the good opinion of all, 

cannot be justly dismissed from the ministry. For our sin will not 

be small, if we eject from the episcopate those who have 

blamelessly and holily fulfilled its duties. Blessed are those 

presbyters who, having finished their course before now, 

have obtained a fruitful and perfect departure from this 

world; for they have no fear lest anyone deprive them of the 

place now appointed them. But we see that you have 

removed some men of excellent behavior from the ministry, 

which they fulfilled blamelessly and with honor. 
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Personal Exhortation 

 

46. Such examples, therefore, brethren, it is right that we 

should follow; since it is written, “Cleave to the holy, for those 

that cleave to them shall be made holy.” And again, in 

another place, says, “With a harmless man you shall prove 

yourself harmless, and with an elect man you shall be elect, 

and with a perverse man you shall show yourself perverse.” 

Let us cleave, therefore, to the innocent and righteous, since 

these are the elect of God. Why are there strifes, and tumults, 

and divisions, and schisms, and wars among you? Have we 

not one God and one Christ? Is there not one Spirit of grace 

poured out upon us? And have we not one calling in Christ? 

Why do we divide and tear in pieces the members of Christ, 

and raise up strife against our own body, and have reached 

such a height of madness as to forget that we are members 

one of another? Remember the words of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, how He said, “Woe to that man! It were better for him 

that he had never been born, than that he should cast a 

stumbling-block before one of my elect. Yes, it were better 

for him that a millstone should be hung about, and he should 

be sunk in the depths of the sea, than that he should cast a 

stumbling-block before one of my little ones.” Your schism 

has subverted many, has discouraged many, has given rise 

to doubt in many, and has caused grief to us all. And still your 

sedition continues. 

 

47. Take up the epistle of the blessed Apostle Paul. What did 

he write to you at the time when the gospel first began to be 

preached? Truly, under the inspiration of the Spirit, he wrote 

to you concerning himself, and Cephas, and Apollos, 

because even then parties had been formed among you. 

But that inclination for one above another entailed less guilt 

upon you, inasmuch as your partialities were then shown 

towards apostles, already of high reputation, and towards a 

man whom they had approved. But now reflect who those 

are that have perverted you, and lessened the renown of 

your far-famed brotherly love. It is disgraceful, beloved, yes, 

highly disgraceful, and unworthy of your Christian profession, 

that such a thing should be heard of as that the most 

steadfast and ancient church of the Corinthians should, on 

account of one or two persons, engage in sedition against its 

presbyters. And this rumor has reached not only us, but those 

also who are unconnected with us; so that, through your 

infatuation, the name of the Lord is blasphemed, while 

danger is also brought upon yourselves. 

 

Reconciliation is Possible 

 

51. Let us therefore implore forgiveness for all those 

transgressions which through any suggestion of the adversary 

we have committed. And these who have been the leaders 

of sedition and disagreement ought to have respect to the 

common hope. For such as live in fear and love would rather 

that they themselves than their neighbors should be involved 

in suffering. And they prefer to bear blame themselves, rather 

than that the concord which has been well and piously 

handed down to us should suffer. For it is better that a man 

should acknowledge his transgressions than that he should 

harden his heart, as the hearts of those were hardened who 

stirred up sedition against Moses the servant of God, and 

whose condemnation was made manifest… 

 

55. Who then among you is noble-minded? Who 

compassionate? Who full of love? Let him declare, “If on my 

account sedition and disagreement and schisms have 

arisen, I will depart, I will go away wherever you desire, and I 

will do whatever the majority commands; only let the flock of 

Christ live on terms of peace with the presbyters set over it.” 

He that acts thus shall procure to himself great glory in the 

Lord; and every place will welcome him. For the earth is the 

Lord's, and the fullness thereof. These things they who live a 
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godly life that is never to be repented of, both have done 

and always will do. 

 

65. Send back speedily to us in peace and with joy these our 

messengers to you: Claudius Ephebus and Valerius Bito, with 

Fortunatus; that they may the sooner announce to us the 

peace and harmony we so earnestly desire and long for 

among you, and that we may the more quickly rejoice over 

the good order re-established among you. The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you, and with all everywhere that 

are the called of God through Him, by whom be to Him glory, 

honor, power, majesty, and eternal dominion, from 

everlasting to everlasting. Amen. 

 

“Letter to the Corinthians (Clement).” Translated by John 

Keith. In Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 9, edited by Allan 

Menzies. Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature 

Publishing, 1896. Revised and edited for New Advent by 

Kevin Knight.  

 

 

 

ROMAN WRITINGS 
 

 

 

Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the 

instigation of Chrestus, he expelled them from Rome. 

(Suetonius, Claudius 25), c. 122 AD 

 

Punishment was inflicted on the Christians, a class of men 

given to a new and mischievous superstition. 

(Suetonius, Nero 16), c. 122 AD 

 

… Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the 

guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated 

for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. 

Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the 

extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of 

one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most 

mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, 

again broke out not only in Judea, the first source of the evil, 

but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful 

from every part of the world find their center and become 

popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who 

pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an immense 

multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing 

the city, as of hatred against mankind. 

(Tacitus, Annals 15.44), c. 116 AD 

 

Pliny to the Emperor Trajan 

 

It is my practice, my lord, to refer to you all matters 

concerning which I am in doubt. For who can better give 

guidance to my hesitation or inform my ignorance? I have 

never participated in trials of Christians. I therefore do not 

know what offenses it is the practice to punish or investigate, 

and to what extent. And I have been not a little hesitant as 

to whether there should be any distinction on account of 

age, or no difference between the very young and the more 

mature; whether pardon is to be granted for repentance, or, 

if a man has once been a Christian, it does him no good to 

have ceased to be one; whether the name itself, even 

without offenses, or only the offenses associated with the 

name are to be punished. 

 

Meanwhile, in the case of those who were denounced to me 

as Christians, I have observed the following procedure: I 

interrogated these as to whether they were Christians; those 

who confessed I interrogated a second and a third time, 
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threatening them with punishment; those who persisted I 

ordered executed. For I had no doubt that – whatever the 

nature of their creed – stubbornness and inflexible obstinacy 

surely deserve to be punished. There were others possessed 

of the same folly; but because they were Roman citizens, I 

signed an order for them to be transferred to Rome. 

 

Soon accusations spread, as usually happens, because of 

the proceedings going on, and several incidents occurred. 

An anonymous document was published containing the 

names of many persons. Those who denied that they were or 

had been Christians, when they invoked the gods in words 

dictated by me, offered prayer with incense and wine to 

your image, which I had ordered to be brought for this 

purpose together with statues of the gods, and moreover 

cursed Christ – none of which those who are really Christians, 

it is said, can be forced to do – these I thought should be 

discharged. Others named by the informer declared that 

they were Christians, but then denied it, asserting that they 

had been but had ceased to be, some three years before, 

others many years, some as much as twenty-five years. They 

all worshipped your image and the statues of the gods, and 

cursed Christ. 

 

They asserted, however, that the sum and substance of their 

fault or error had been that they were accustomed to meet 

on a fixed day before dawn and sing responsively a hymn to 

Christ as to a god, and to bind themselves by oath, not to 

some crime, but not to commit fraud, theft, or adultery, not 

falsify their trust, nor to refuse to return a trust when called 

upon to do so. When this was over, it was their custom to 

depart and to assemble again to partake of food – but 

ordinary and innocent food. Even this, they affirmed, they 

had ceased to do after my edict by which, in accordance 

with your instructions, I had forbidden political associations. 

Accordingly, I judged it all the more necessary to find out 

what the truth was by torturing two female slaves who were 

called deaconesses. But I discovered nothing else but 

depraved, excessive superstition. 

 

I therefore postponed the investigation and hastened to 

consult you. For the matter seemed to me to warrant 

consulting you, especially because of the number involved. 

For many persons of every age, every rank, and also of both 

sexes are and will be endangered. For the contagion of this 

superstition has spread not only to the cities but also to the 

villages and farms. But it seems possible to check and cure it. 

It is certainly quite clear that the temples, which had been 

almost deserted, have begun to be frequented, that the 

established religious rites, long neglected, are being 

resumed, and that from everywhere sacrificial animals are 

coming, for which until now very few purchasers could be 

found. Hence it is easy to imagine what a multitude of 

people can be reformed if an opportunity for repentance is 

afforded. 

 

Trajan’s Response 

 

You observed proper procedure, my dear Pliny, in sifting the 

cases of those who had been denounced to you as 

Christians. For it is not possible to lay down any general rule to 

serve as a kind of fixed standard. They are not to be sought 

out; if they are denounced and proved guilty, they are to be 

punished, with this reservation, that whoever denies that he is 

a Christian and really proves it—that is, by worshiping our 

gods—even though he was under suspicion in the past, shall 

obtain pardon through repentance. But anonymously posted 

accusations ought to have no place in any prosecution. For 

this is both a dangerous kind of precedent and out of 

keeping with the spirit of our age. 

 

(Pliny the Younger, Letters 10.96-97), c. 111 AD 


